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From: makoma@earthlife.org.za
To: "Musina Makhado"; Ronaldo Retief
Cc: "Thabo"; "Brandon Abdinor"
Subject: RE: Musina-Makhado SEZ Public Participation 11-13 January 2021
Date: Wednesday, 13 January 2021 13:47:36


Dear Ronaldo
 
We refer to recent engagement between ourselves on this matter, as well as your
communication to I&APs of 9 January 2021.
 


1. Looking at the wording of the communication, it appears that we have been
misunderstood as endorsing virtual meetings as a generally acceptable alternative to
public meetings for public participation (PP) purposes.  


2. While we are relieved that the face-to-face meetings have been cancelled given the
current status of the Covid-19 pandemic, and while virtual meetings are far
preferable to face-to-face meetings under the circumstances, we assert that solely
holding virtual meetings for PP purposes for the MMSEZ can not be deemed
adequate to give effect to the right to participate in environmental decision making
processes as envisaged in NEMA, the Public Participation Guidelines issue by the
then Department of Environment and generally accepted principles of PP.  


3. Through our dealings with stakeholders in the area, we are aware that many actual
and potential I&APs do not have the capacity or ability to participate in the PP
process via virtual or online mechanisms.


4. The ability to meet virtually is dependant on having adequate digital connectivity
and bandwidth, and many of the surrounding and other rural areas do not have
adequate fixed or cellular infrastructure to enable sufficient connectivity.


5. In addition, we are aware that many potential or actual I&APs come from
economically marginalised communities, with the result that sufficient mobile data
and internet connectivity are in many cases unaffordable, as are the computer
hardware and smartphones necessary for effective virtual meeting participation.     


6. We cannot help but feel that the PP is being compromised ultimately due to the
insistence of LEDET on finalising the process in time to meet its deadline. Given the
scope and timeframes of the MMSEZ project, along with the extraordinary
circumstances ushered in by the pandemic, it seems unreasonable to sacrifice
meaningful PP in pursuit of meeting such deadline.   


7. Based on the above we feel that LEDET, LEDA and all other relevant roleplayers
should be taking the necessary decisions to ensure meaningful and complete PP,
which includes adequate and effective face-to-face PP meetings and processes once
circumstances allow for these.


8. The EIR and specialist reports are voluminous and intricate, and the potential
environmental impacts are significant and warrant accessible and effective
engagement  


9. All of our rights are reserved.
 
Yours faithfully
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From: Musina Makhado <sez@deltabec.com> 
Sent: Saturday, 09 January 2021 21:21
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Musina-Makhado SEZ Public Participation 11-13 January 2021
 
Dear I&AP, NGO, Organ of State and interested parties
 
Please be advised that the public meetings that were scheduled for (i) Monday, 11
January 2021 at Nancefield in Musina; (ii) Tuesday morning, 12 January 2021 at the
show grounds in Louis Trichardt;  (iii) Tuesday afternoon, 12 January 2021 in
Polokwane at the offices of LEDA; and (iv) Wednesday, 13 January 2021 at the offices
of Delta BEC in Pretoria, are hereby canceled and are postponed, to be held through
virtual meetings at a future date that will be announced. The postponement of the public
meetings was requested by the public in response to the second wave of the Covid-19
pandemic that is currently underway and in light of the regulations for Alert Level 3 of
the Disaster Management Act published by the Minister of Cooperative Governance and
Traditional Affairs on 29 December 2020. Various NGOs, organs of state, and
interested groups like VKB, Earthlife, SOLVE, and Sanparks have indicated that virtual
meetings will be acceptable in the current circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Investigations by Delta BEC and LEDA determined that virtual meetings will be the best
way to address the Covid-19 risk for public meetings within the strict time frame set by
LEDET of 31 January 2021 for the EIA report. Meetings with the traditional communities
that were canceled due to the Covid-19 risk will be undertaken at a suitable time and
their members will be informed beforehand. Delta BEC and LEDA would like to
apologize for any inconvenience that may be caused by this postponement of the public
meetings to interested and affected parties.
 
Kind regards
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Ronaldo on behalf of Delta BEC





